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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
THE PROBLEM 
The primary purpose of this work is to discover the 
amount and types or materials belonging principally in the 
rield of sociology included in a representative sample or 
j nior high school social studies textbooks. 
The problem may be stated in the form of questions: 
(1) To what extent do junior high school social 
studies textbooks contain materials from the field 
of sociology? 
(2) What types of sociological materials are found 
in the textbooks? 
(3) How do the different textbooks compare with re-
gard to the amount and types or sociological con-
tent? 
JUSTIFICATION 
It is now generally agreed that the task or all education 
is to socialize children. The social studies teacher must as-
sume a large share or the responsibility tor the realization 
of this end. Wesley says the ultimate objective of the social 
studies calls for knowledge and understanding of how people 
live together. 1 
Also, it should be helpful to curriculum makers to know 
how much sociology students may have learned incidentally in 
other courses before reaching high school. 
It was with these ideas in mind that this work was under-
taken. It is hoped that this study will be instrumental in 
the development of more effective methods for socializing our 
school children. 
SIMILAR STUDIES 
The inter-relatedness of the social sciences is a fact 
generally accepted by scientists and educators. Hence, it is 
inevitable that there will be overlapping in social studies :1 
courses and textbooks. The studies which will be referred to 
in the following paragraphs are evidence that a great deal of 
overlapping exists. 
Edwin J. Dahl made a detailed topical examination of 
forty-one textbooks in senior high school social studies 
courses. His conclusions include the following: 
(1) Content and subject-material of social studies 
textbooks do overlap, in greater or lesser degree, 
depending upon the topic. 
(2) The combination that shows the least amount of 
1. E. B. Wesley, Teaching the Social Studies. Boston: D. c. 
Heath and Company, 1§42, p. 132. 
2 
overlapping is that of Economics and Sociology. 
(3) Civics and Problems textbooks devote a consid-
erable amount of space to topics that are usually 
discussed in Economics and Sociology textbooks. 1 
Floyd in his study concluded: 
(1) Most of the problems commonly included in Prob-
lems of Democracy courses received some treatment 
in the American History textbooks considered. 
(2) The political problems received the greatest 
treatment in the American History textbooks and 
the social problems received the least treatment.2 
Malina found that American History textbooks included 
geographical materials but there were few references to 
cultural factors.3 
SOCIOLOGY DEFINED 
jl If the writer is to analyze textbooks for sociological 
content, the first task in the process is to define sociology 
in order to more objectively determine what sociological con-
tent is. On the assumption that the authorities in the social 
science field would be in agreement as to what sociology is, 
1. E. J. Dahl, "The Overlapping of Content Material in Senior 
High School Social Science Textbooks," The Historical OUtlook, 
19:80-87, 1928. 
2. o. R. Floyd, "Overlapping Between the Senior High School 
Courses in Problems of Democracy and American History," The 
Historical Outlook, 23:296-302, 1932. ---
3• s. Malina, "Geographical References in Junior High School 
American History Textbooks," Unpublished Ed. M. Service Paper, 
Boston University, 1949· 
a survey of the literature was made. 
The difficulty of the task was made apparent very soon 
in this research. Concerning the likelihood of separating in 
a clear cut definition one social science from the other 
social sciences, c. A. Beard says that clean-cut divisions 
into economics, politics, and sociology are physically 1m-
possible. 
The possibility may be asserted in words, trouble-
some variables from neighboring regions may be 
arbitrarily eliminated in words, but clean-cut 
isolation, as in a chemical or physics laboratory, 
does not correspond with the real social world, 
and the operation of affecting such an isolation 
in reality is beyond any method known to the 
human mind. 1 
However, in this same work Beard says: 
~ocial institutions apart from the state and 
economy - the church, the family, associations 
for benevolent, fraternal, amusement, educational, 
artistic, and literary purposes, gangs, rings, 
and groups formed for innumerable reasons -
have been described with detachment and exact-
ness in treatises as scientific as those on 
economics and pol1tics. 2 
And still further Beard says: 
Since social life is not exhausted by politics 
and economics, since both politics and economics 
are conditioned by cultural heritages and propen-
sities, sociology may likewise make its claim to 
possessing a field of its own •••••• Human associ-
ations, social inventions, institutions of benef-
icence and welfare, ethics, esthetics, education, 
the generation and circulation of ideas, amuse-
ments, diversions and recreation, customs, morals, 
1. c. A. Beard, The Nature of the Social Sciences. New York: 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1934, p. 25. 
2. Ibid., p. 169. 
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and habits - all these are phases of society and 
thought, with which social science is concerned. 
They have reciprocal relations among themselves 
and with political and economic institutions and 
processes. 1 
Few, if any, will disagree with these remarks by Beard. 
No one social science can make a claim of complete independ-
ence from the other social sciences. Sociology cuts across 
all the other social sciences and the inter-relatedness of 
the social sciences is readily apparent. Hence , in any treat-
ment of one of the social sciences this fact must be kept in 
mind. But, aside from politics and economics there do remain 
many aspects and phases of human life which come under the 
realm of sociology. 
A dictionary of sociology offered this definition: 
Sociology is the scientific study of the phenomena 
arising out of the group relations of human beings. 
It is the study of man and his human environment 
in their relations to each other. 2 
Funk and Wagnalls ' New Standard ictionary defined soci-
ology as the science 
that treats of the origin and history of society 
and social phenomena, the progress of civilization, 
and the laws controlling human intercourse. Its 
studies are chiefly confined to the development 
and various forms of (1) government - embracing 
the tribe, confederacy, chieftainship, monarch, 
theocracy, democracy, etc., (2} marriage (a} its 
forms embracing promiscuity, polygamy, polyandry, 
and monogamy (b) its rites and (c) its limitations 
- with laws of descent and consanguinity, (3) law 
and custom - embracing primitive ethics, the taboo, 
1. fbid.,p. 169. 
2. H. P. Fairchild, (ed. ), D1ctionary of Sociology. New York: 
Philosophical Library, 1944. 
5 
blood revenge, land-tenure, castes, codes, inter-
national law •1 
Marion B. Smith defines sociology as the science of left-
overs. That is, a science that "picks up crumbs from the 
groaning tables of the other social sciences." Hence, some 
have suggested that sociology should be considered the basic 
social science which would co-ordinate all others. It is at 
one and the same time a special and general sciemce 
and shares with the other sodial sciences the pecul-
iar lack of determinate scope, owing to the confu-
sion between theory and practice, fact and opinion, 
description and prescription. In short, sociology, 
like the other social sciences, is preoccupied not 
merely with a set of continuing theoretical ques-
tions but a host of varying concrete problems which 
reflect the dominant issues of contemporary society. 2 
Smith goes on to say that sociology is not the social 
science which tries to draw together, evaluate, interpret, 
and disseminate in a practical way the most vital findings 
and results of all fields of the social sciences. Broadly 
speaking, it deals with the behavior of men in groups, just 
like all the other social sciences. But while sociology and 
the social sciences are inter-related, their fields are dif-
ferent. Sociology is concerned primarily with the analysis 
of the processes that grow out of association. It is, there-
fore, interested in the aspects of human behavior pertaining 
1 .. f'urik and Wa~nalls New Standard Dictionary, New York: 
Funk and Wagna 1 Company, 19~5· 
2. J. 
tion. 
cal Foundations of Educa-
6 
to, and arising out of, the interactions of men living in 
groups which are the bearers of a cultural heritage. M. Smith 
continues: 
As a science it aims to discover, through empirical 
research, knowledge about the social life of man 
and its relation to the factors of culture, natural 
environment, the functioning of groups, cultural 
changes, and the effect of different patterns 
of culture on personality. 1 
D1scussing the social sciences in general Ellwood writes; 
To sociology is left the more general and universal 
aspects of social life, such as those which concern 
the fundamentals of civilization, as traditions, 
as customs, the relations of institutions, their 
origin, development, and functioning, the relations 
of social groups, their origin, development, and 
functioning, the social mind, public opinion, the 
mechanism of social inter-communication, and of 
social change. 2 
As a preliminary definition Wesley tells us that sociol-
ogy attempts to describe, classify, and explain the elemental 11 
forms of group behavior and the principles which govern group 
li ving.3 
Sociology lays the stress on human associations, 
their internal forms and outward connections •••• 
Sociology deals with the social phenomena which 
do not fall to the other social sciences. In 
one sense it deals with the sum total of the 
peripheral aspects of human relationships; in 
1. J. s. Roucek, et al., Sociological Foundations of Edu-
cation, PP• 3-5. 
2. c. A. Ellwood, nsociology and the Social Studies, with 
~pecial Reference to History," The Historical Outlook, 14: 
346-350, 1923· 
3• E. B. Wesley, Teaching the Social Studies, p. 14. 
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another sense, it deals with the central essence 
of such relationships.1 
David Snedden wri tea: 
Sociology denotes the science and study of human 
social groupings, the evolution of group forms, 
and the processes by which groups may be improved, 
both as collective agencies and as means of pro-
moting qualities desired in individuals. Human 
social groups are of many kinds in form and in 
functioning. 2 
11 Walter Robinson Smith defines sociology as the science 
of human association. Its study implies examination of the 
laws and principles underlying human relations and an inter-
pretation of the phenomena of group life. He then goes on to 
quote Professor Franklin H. Giddings: "Sociology is an attempt 
to account for the origin, growth, structure, and activities 
of society by the operation of physical, vital, and psychical 
causes working together in a process of evolution.? 
Nash made a study in which he sought to provide an anal-
ysis of the thinking of recognized authorities in the field 
of sociology. His investigation was undertaken for the pur-
pose of preparing a course in sociology at the college level.4 
1. E. B. Wesley, Teaching the Social Studies, p. 621. 
2. D. Snedden, An Introduction to Educational Sociology, New 
York:Columbia University, 1920, P• 1. 
3· w. R. Smith, A Digest of Educational Sociology. Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1917, p. 3· 
4. J. F. Nash, 11 A Comparative Analysis of Five Textbooks in 
College Sociology,n Unpublished Ed. M • .:>ervice Paper, Boston 
University, 1949· 
8 
The textbooks which Nash used in his study follow. 
Gillen, J. F. and Gillen, J. P., Cultural Sociology. 
New York: The Macmillan Company, 1948. 
Mac Iver, R. M. and Page, C. H., Society, An Intro-
ductory Analysis. New York: Rinehart and Company, 
1§49. 
Murray, R. w~, Introductory Sociology, second ed. New 
York: F. S. F. S. Crofts and Company, 1946. 
Ogburn, w. F. and Nimkoff, M. F., Sociology. Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1946. 
sutherland, R. L. and Woodward, J . L., Introductory 
Sociology, second ed. Chicago: J. B. Lippencott 
Company, 19+0. 
Nash's service paper produced five definitions of soci-
ology. 
Gillen and Gillen: Sociology deals with the social 
interaction of human beings and in questions such 
as: Why is man a social being? and What are the 
principles that underlie his social life? 
Mac Iver and Page: Sociology is concerned with the re-
lation and extent of the interdependence of the 
vidual and society. 
Murray: "Sociology studies social life with a view to 
that particular thing which gives interhuman life 
its social character." It studies human activities 
in their inter-relations and is concerned with the 
social process itself. 
Ogburn and Nimkoff: Sociology is "concerned with the 
study of the social life of man and its relation to 
9 
the factors of culture, nature, environment, hered-
ity, and the groups." 
Sutherland and Woodward: Sociology is concerned with 
the development of culture, the effect of group 
living on the individual, and men in community life. 1 
From his analysis Nash devised the following topical out-
line for a freshman college course in sociology. 
I. The nature of man and his environment 
A. The individual personality and culture 
1. Heredity 
2. Environment 
B. Race 
II. Culture 
A. Man and his origin 
B. Primitive culture 
c. Folkways and mores 
III. Social Groups 
A. In-groups and out-groups 
B. The community 
c. Population 
IV. Social Institutions 
A. The family 
1. Primitive 
2. Modern 
3· Organization and disorganization 
B. Economic Institutions 
10 
1. Primitive 
2. Modern 
3· Social Ef.f.ects 
c. Political Institutions 
1. Origin and Functions 
2. Modern 
3· International 
D. Religious Institutions 
1. Primitive 
2. Social functions 
E. Educational Institutions 
1. Primitive 
2. Modern 
v. Social Processes 
A. Accomodation 
B. Assimilation 
c. Competition 
D. Conflict 
E. Cooperation 
F. Stratification 
VI. Social Change 
A. Technical, cultural, geographic 
B. Evolution 
c. Invention 
D. Social Maladjustment 
E. Social Control 
11 
James T. Laing says that however definitions of sociology 
may vary in statement, they all agree that it has to do with 
man's life in groups and his relationships within the groups 
and between groups.1 And as Abel puts it: "Sociology is the 
scientific study of social relationships, their variety, their 
forms, whatever affects them and whatever they affect." 2 
It will be observed that where there are minor differ-
ences with regard to scope, the authorities are fundamentally 
in agreement. For the purposes of this paper sociology will 
be defined as: 
the science that deals with human relations, both 
within groups and between groups, the laws and cus-
toms controlling these relations, and the effect of 
environment upon these relations. 
THE TEXTBOOKS USED FOR THIS STUDY 
It is the writer's presumption that the textbooks used 
for this study are a representative sampling of social studies 
I textbooks currently in use in the United States at the junior 
high school level. The National Council for the Social Studies 
bulletin by Spieseke provided a bibliography of all social 
studies textbooks revised or published for the first time be-
tween March 1, 1939 and July 1, 1~8, and written far elemen-
1. J. S~ Roucek, et al., Sociological Foundations of Educa-
tion, P• 188. 
2. T. Abel, "Sociology: Its Nature and Scope," Social Forces, 
11: 176-182, 1932· 
'I 12 
tary and secondary schools. 1 From this bibliography the nine 
textbooks used tor this study were chosen. Three each in the 
fields or history. geography. and civics were selected by 
using the following criteria. 
(1) Frequency of reprint dates 
(2) Recency or publication 
(3) Reviews or new textbooks 
(4) Availability of the textbooks 
All or the textbooks used for this study satisfy at least 
three or the above criteria. 
The writer assumes that frequency or reprint dates is an 
indication of the popularity of a textbook. Textbooks that 
run out of print must be in demand by teachers and curriculum 
makers. Hence, textbooks having four or more reprints or re-
visions were considered to be in wide use. 
Recency of publication is an important criterion because 
the more recent textbooks are more likely to be in accord with 
current educational principles and practices. 
Reviews or new textbooks are expected to have some in-
tluence on the selection of textbooks by school officials. 
Availability may be more properly termed a criterion tor 
rejection rather than a criterion tor selection. The individ• 
ual textbooks were tentatively chosen from the bibliography 
and those that were not available were rejected. 
1. x. w. Spies eke, ''Bibliography or Textbooks in the Social 
Studies.'' Bulletin No. 23. National Council tor the Social 
Studies. Washington. D. c.: the Council, 1~9· 
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The following list contains the nine textbooks used for 
this study. 
History 
I. Barker, E. C., Commager, H. S., and ebb, W. P., 
The Building of Our Nation. New York: Row, Peter-
son and Company, 1941. 
II. Casner, M. B. and Gabriel, R. H., The Story of 
~nerican Democracy. New York: Harcourt, Brace and 
Company, 1945· 
III. Freeland, G. E., America's Progress in Civili-
zation. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1946. 
Geography 
IV. Atwood, W~ W. and Thomas, H~ G., The Growth of 
Nations. Boston: Ginn and Company, 1948. 
v. McConnell, w. R., The United States in the Modern 
World. New York: Rand McNally and Company, 1~5· 
VI. Stull, D. F. and Hatch, R. W., Our World Today. 
Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 19+8. 
Civics 
VII. Capen, L. I., Bein~a Citizen. New York: Amer-
ican Book Company, 1 7• 
IX. Muthard, W. M., Hastings, S. M., and Gosnell, C. 
B., Democracy in America. New York: Newson and 
Company, 1949· 
For the remainder of this study the textbooks will be 
referred to by the Roman numeral preceding each text in the 
list above. Textbooks VII and VIII were new texts. Texbook 
VII was reviewed by Burr in Social Education. The review was 
very favorable stating the text "will be welcomed enthusias-
:I 
\I 
II 
li 
tically by junior high school social studies teachers. 11 1 
Textbook VIII was reviewed by Haefner in Social Education and 
by Fincher in Social Studies. Haefner acclaimed the text to be 
new and up-to-date, readable, teachable, and of excellent 
format. 2 Fincher's account was also favorable stating that 
the textbook is "highly readable and highly teachable. 11 ~ 
SUMMARY OF THE CHAPTER 
The purpose of this study is to analyze a representative 
sample of junior high school social apudies textbooks for so-
ciological content and to compare the different textbooks 
with regard to types and amount of sociological materials. 
It is hoped that this study will be instrumental in the 
development of more effective methods for the socialization 
of American children. 
Similar studies were cited to verify that considerable 
overlapping prevails in social studies textbooks and courses. 
From a survey of the literature sociology was defined 
as it is to be used for this study. Sociology is the science 
that deals with human relations, both within groups and be-
tween groups, the laws and customs controlling these rela-
tions, and the effect of environment upon these relations. 
1. E. w. Burr, Social Education, January 1948, p. 4s-6. 
2. J. B. Haefner, Social Education, January 1947, p. 4?-8. 
~· E. B. Fincher, Social Studies, January 1947, p. 4~-4. 
15 
The nine textbooks used for this study were chosen from 
a bibliography of textbooks revised or published for the first 
time in the U~ited States within the last ten years. All the 
t extbooks chosen satisfied at least three of the four criteria 
used. 
16 
THE RUNNING TEXT 
CHAPTER II 
PROCEDURE 
This study deals with the running text only. Pictures, 
maps, charts and tables were not analyzed for sociological 
content. Also, study aid~, tables of contents, indices and 
appendices are not contained in the running text. Consequent!~ 
only those pages which contained at least one line of subject 
content comprised the running text of each textbook. 
COMPUTING THE TOTAL WORDS FOR EACH TEXTBOOK 
In order to discover approximately the extent that each 
textbook contained materials belonging principally in the 
field of sociology, it was necessary to calculate the total 
number of words contained in the running text of each of the 
nine textbooks. The total number of words in each textbook 
was computed statistically. Hence, the totals attained are 
not exact but approximate. Since the same method was employed 
for all nine textbooks, and since the study deals with the 
relative amounts of sociological content, the writer believes 
that the validity of the study is not reduced by his statis-
tieal procedure. 
The method used in counting the total number or words in 
each textbook will be traced by using textbook I as an illus• 
tration. The pertinent figures for all textbooks will follow 
the illustration. 
Step one in the procedure was to determine the average 
number of words per line for textbook I. The page number or 
the last page immediately preceding the appendix was ascer-
tained. This number was 792. Ten per cent or this number was 
round to be approximately 79• Then, a page between page 1 and 
page 79 was randomly selected. If this page was a running text 
page the words in the first ten lines were counted. Next, the 
seventy-ninth page following this was turned to. If it was a 
running text page the words in the first ten lines were count-
ed. This procedure was repeated throughout the textbook. If, 
during the process, a page selected for word counting was 
I! 
round not to be included in the running text because or a ru11-
1 
page picture, graph, or table, or a full page devoted to study 
aids, then the first succeeding page which would be enumerated 
in the running text was used. Subsequently, the seventy-ninth 
page following that was next employed. In this way the average 
number or words per line for textbook I was computed. The pro- 11 
cedure or counting words on every seventy-ninth page satisfies 
the rule or random figures since the writer had no preconcep-
tions concerning any pages in the textbook. It afforded a uni• 
18 
form technique which simplified this step in the process. 
11 The figures used in computing the average number of words 
per line for textbook I: 
Page number Words Lines 
70 101 10 
150 86 10 
229 95 10 
309 89 10 
388 86 10 
468 101 10 
547 109 10 
626 100 10 
705 96 10 
7e4 97 10 
Totals 960 100 
m= 9· 60 
Having computed the average number of words per line for 
textbook I 1 the next step in the process was to calculate the 
average number of lines per page of running text. The total 
lines of a ten per cent sampling of pages were counted. A 
page between page 1 and page 10 was chosen at random. If it 
was a running-text-page the total number of lines was ascer-
tained. If it was not a running-text-page the procedure of 
19 
II 
taking the first succeeding running-text-page as explained in 
the preceding paragraphs was followed. Beginning with this 
first page of running text randomly selected, the lines on 
every tenth page of running text were counted. The writer had 
no preconceptions about any of the pages in the textbook and 
consequently, his method conforms to the rule of r~dom fig-
ures. 
The figures used in computing the average number of 
lines per page for textbook I: 
Page Lines Page Lines Page Lines Page Lines Page Lines 
5 14 162 35 319 6 tt~~ 20 628 10 15 18 172 35 329 35 17 ~~ 35 25 31 185 30 349 32 496 it 35 a~ 21 195 35 3 9 35 506 658 10 16 205 §~ 3t9 17 516 33 6lS8 35 g~ 17 215 3 9 35 526 35 6~8 19 35 22b 13 3~9 33 ~~ 23 6 8 i~ 81 i~ ~~ 23 3 9 ig 15 698 91 35 ai~ 5l7 35 708 18 101 22 256 '-5 31 5 7 35 718 35 111 4 2lS6 35 423 9 5~7 sa 728 35 122 32 2~6 35 ltR§ 35 5 8 ~§ 32 M~ 35 2 6 23 12 t6~ 35 13 21 296 35 ttta lb ~a 760 35 152 33 309 29 35 618 7~0 35 7 0 35 
Totals 76 pages were counted 
2,o42 lines 
2,042- 26.87 
76 -
Finding the average number of words per page of running 
text: 26.87 X 9•6 = 257•95 
21 
Finally, the total pages in the running text were counted. 
There were found to be 700 pages. 
Hence, 700 x 257·95 = 180, 565 words in textbook I. 
Textbook II 
Page Words Lines 
6§ 58 10 l8 10 125 6~ 10 185 10 
249 59 10 
313 l~ 10 ~73 10 
433 64 10 93 60 10 
553 62 10 
Totals bl1+ roo 
614- 6.14 words per line rmr-
Page Lines Page Lines Page Lines Page Lines Page Lines 
5 51 119 36 ~~ ~ 365 54 492 38 15 76 lft9 58 3~5 36 502 82 25 80 1 5 52 260 32 3 5 ~ 512 71 R§ 22 15.5 36 ~~ 54 a95 532 '~ 31 165 a~ a~ 05 522 l§ 78 1~5 291 417 §tt 542 ~~ a~ 1 5 :22 301 R§ 42~ 5t3 ~ 197 60 313 fr48 ~6 5 3 51 54 207 5~ 323 28 573 ~l 99 55 217 ~ 3,3 42 461 5~ 583 109 77 227 3 3 50 tt71 ~3 t93 ~ 353 68 81 03 
Totals 58 pages counted 
3~077 lines 
~ : 53.05 lines per page 
I 
22 
53· 05 X 6.14 
-
325.73 words per page 
487 X 325 • 73 = 158,630 words in textbook II. 
Textbook III 
Page Words Lines 
62 105 10 
i~ 109 10 65 10 
245 107 10 
30b 112 10 
,67 99 10 28 93 10 
489 108 10 
550 102 10 
bl1 100 10 
Totals 'I'01m' IOO 
1000 
-~ - 10 words per line 
Page Lines Page Lines Page Lines Page Lines Page Lines 
5 ~~ 125 iZ 2lt.s 16 368 14 490 i~ 15 l?t5 25~ 37 3~8 28 500 
25 9 1 ~5 37 2b 30 3 8 34 510 36 
a~ 29 155 13 2~8 37 E_98 ~~ 520 34 37 lb5 37 2 8 18 10 540 35 
g~ 31 175 37 298 37 420 12 5 0 ~a 37 185 11 308 
'J Mg 37 550 75 28 195 18 328 f4 37 5b0 31 85 
'ii 205 37 318 45o 11 5~0 37 95 215 ~ ~~ i~ 4bO 18 5 0 37 105 f6 225 470 37 590 19 
115 12 235 3 358 14 480 35 bOO 5 610 12 
Totals 61 pages counted 
1,669 lines 
1,~~9 - 27.36 lines per page 
27.36 x 10 = 273.6 words per page 
554 x 273.60 = 151,5~ words in textbook III. 
Textbook IV 
Page Words Lines 
4~ ~ 10 10 
7g 52 10 11 "'67 10 
153 75 10 
190 70 10 
227 76 10 
264 ~§ 10 301 10 
338 72 10 
Totals 10T nm 
m= 1 7.01 words per line 
Page Lines Page Lines Page Lines Page Lines Page Lines 
5 42 ~~ 70 105 4o 165 48 ~§ 46 15 45 58 115 t6 1~5 67 6l 25 27 75 l)O 125 1 5 a4 25b R§ 52 85 42 1R5 t6 195 2"'66 63 20 9~ ~ 1 5 205 58 2~6 58 30b a~ 31 ~a~ 65 215 38 2 6 76 326 336 53 75 225 55 296 77 35b 72 366 57 
Totals 37 pages counted 
2000 lines 
2000 - 54.o5 3'(- lines per page 
54.05 X 7.01 = 378.89 words per page 
342 x 378.89 = 129, 580 words in textbook IV. 
Textbook V 
Page Words Lines 
5 l~ 10 32 10 
b2 75 10 
89 ~' 10 119 10 14G 75 10 174 75 10 201 73 10 
228 l~ 10 257 10 
Totals 129 TOO 
7•29 words per line 
Page Lines Page Lines Page Lines Page Lines Page Lines 
5 38 62 35 121 51 1~1 31 221 15 37 z~ ~g Mi 38 1 1 28 ~1 29 35 52 191 a~ g 39 ai 101 §a 121 ,a 201 2t2 50 111 lbl 32 211 54 2 2 
Totals 25 pages counted 
1,049 lines 
1,049 -~ - 41.98 lines per page 
41.98 x 7.29 = 306.03 wo:z'ds per page 
227 x 306.03 = 69,469 words in textbook V 
Textbook VI 
Page 
33 101 
169 
Words 
80 
l~ 
Lines 
10 
10 
10 
tt~ 
56 20 
26 
Totals 
697 -
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
IOO 
roo - 6. 97 words per line 
Page Lines Page Lines Page Lines Page Lines Page Lines 
7 
18 
28 
a~ 
~~ 
78 
88 
98 
108 
118 
128 
138 
148 
158 
lb8 
178 
188 
198 
208 
218 
228 
239 
250 
2b0 
Totals 
270 
280 
290 
300 
310 
320 
§a~ 
352 
3l>2 §~ 
396 
67 pages counted 
3,203 lines 
~--
--or- 47.81 lines per page 
520 
5b0 
570 
580 
590 
t>oo 
610 
620 
~~ 
6so 
6()o 
670 
680 
47.81 x 6.97 = 333•23 words per page 
522 x 333.23 = 173,~6 words in textbook VI. 
Page Words 
62 
61 
57 
Lines 
10 
10 
10 
26 
209 67 10 
269 61 10 
3~ 74 10 
M.l 
57 10 
~§ 10 498 10 
555 51 10 
Totals m roo 
611-
Dm- 6.11 words per line 
Page Lines Page Lines Page Lines Page Lines Page Lines 
6 61 120 30 ~§ 32 341 82 fr69 16 17 t 140 82 l~ 3l3 32 479 49 27 1 0 32 255 3 3 70 89 lb 
~~ e4 150 65 2b9 32 377 32 499 82 75 lb5 g~ 2~9 16 387 ~ 509 47 ~§ 32 175 2 9 59 R97 519 32 ~~ 191 32 301 32 07 26 529 So 79 201 57 311 23 417 26 §4§ 46 91 ~~ 211 52 321 82 ~i 32 32 101 221 50 331 28 26 5~9 ~~ 451 86 5 9 
Totals 52 pages counted 
2,675 lines 
2,675 -~ - 51.44 lines per page 
51.44 x 6.11 = 314.3 words per page 
445 x 314.3 = 139,863 words in textbook VII. 
Textbook VIII 
Page Words Lines 
36 65 10 
1~~ 72 10 76 10 
204 l~ 10 260 10 
316 ~a 10 372 10 
27 
428 68 10 
4~ ~~ 10 5 0 10 
Totals m 100" 
~-
- 7.27 words per line 
Page Lines Page Lines Page Lines Page Lines Page Lines 
6 89 110 46 224 48 'as 20 448 68 16 4; 120 21 ~ 56 3 8 a~ tt59 86 26 89 142 39 70 358 b9 Jt, a~ 69 1 2 89 254 41 ;68 ~~ tt79 ~~ 152 32 265 83 378 90 21 ~~ lb3 b7 275 51 ;ss 45 501 66 21 173 71 285 32 R9s 86 512 37 
~~ 68 183 ~~ 29b 64 08 20 522 20 9.2 19a ;o6 56 428 67 5a2 71 
99 64 20 36 316 54 f 38 89 5 2 20 214 b9 326 38 18 92 552 70 
Totals 54 pages counted 
2,912 lines 
2 ~2-5 - 53·93 lines per page 
53 • 93 X 7 • 2 7 = 392.07 words per page 
435 X 392.07 = 170,550 words in textbook VIII. 
Textbook IX 
Page Words Lines 
6z 93 10 95 10 
125 90 10 
188 ~ 10 248 10 ;oz ~ 10 a~5 10 77 10 
28 
~& 87 10 102 10 
Totals "9'Tcr Tim 
m= 9.1 words per line 
Page Lines Page Lines Page Lines Page Lines Page Linea 
3 ~ 120 34 241 24 3~9 20 4~1 18 13 ia~ 32 251 32 3 9 34 4 1 ~4 24 i~ 26 2bl 32 379 32 491 illt itg 14 271 ~4 R?o ~ 50R ~tt 34 ~a 281 00 51 g§ ~a 1~6 291 34 411 524 1 8 ~a 301 421 17 5a5 ~4 79 25 198 317 5R t-Ri 21 5 5 31 89 lb 208 31 327 34 5~5 25 
99 13 218 11 349 25 451 19 5 5 31 110 32 228 34 3 9 16 461 19 575 §tt 585 
Totals 56 pages counted 
1,476 lines 
~-5 - 26.36 lines per page 
26.36 X 9•1: 239.88 words per page 
483 X 239• 88 : 115,862 words in te book IX. 
Table I 
Important Features of the 
Textbooks 
Text Date Total Pages of Average Words per Total Words in 
Running Text Running-Text-Page Running Text 
I 1941 700 257· 95 180,565 
II 1945 487 325· 73 158,630 
III 1946 554 273·60 151,574 
Table I (Concluded) 
IV 1948 ~2 378.89 129,580 
v 1945 227 306.03 69,469 
VI 1948 522 333 . 2.3 173,946 
VII 1947 445 314.30 139,863 
VIII 1946 435 392.07 170,550 
IX 1949 483 239·88 115,862 
ANALyziNG FOR SOCIOLOGICAL CONTENT 
In analyzing the textbooks for sociological content each 
textbook was carerully read . All sociological materials en-
countered in the reading were recorded. Criteria used in the 
search for sociological content were the research surveyed 
in Chapter I and the definition which resulted from it. 
In the reading, when material belonging principally in 
the field of sociology was found, it was assigned a conven-
ient topic. The topic and the number of lines the material 
contained were recorded on three by five cards. Six hundred 
and thirty cards were used. The topics employed and the def-
initions of them as used in this study appear in the Appen• 
dix. Nineteen topics in all were employed. 
EXAMPLEo OF SOCIOLOGICAL CONTENT 
For illustration purposes one example of sociological 
content taken from each textbook, each illustrating a dif-
ferent topic, will follow. 
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Textbook I 
Leisure and Recreation, pages 108-9, 11 lines 
Social Pleasures and Amusements. Our colonial 
ancestors had no radios , picture shows, baseball 
games, and Sunday 11 comics"; no social clubs; no 
boy-scout troops and campfire circles; they could 
not tt jump in the auto and take a ride. '' Yet they 
found life amusing enough. For the North, there 
was skating and sleighing in winter. In the mid-
dle colonies and in the South, there were balls 
and dancing parties. Corn huskings, quilting bees, 
and house raisings were social gatherings. Fishing 
and horseback riding were favorite sports, and 
every stream was a swimming pool for the boys, 
though few girls learned to swim. 
Textbook II 
Religious Institutions, page ~~ 13 lines 
The Quakers in Pennsylvania. To Pennsylvania, as 
we have already learned, came the uakers. Both 
men and women among the Quakers wore plain cloth-
ing. They used no jewelry. They used 11 thee 11 and 
11 thoutt instead of 11 you11 , copying the language of 
the Bible. Their meeting houses were simple. When 
they met for worship, no minister in the pulpit 
preached long sermons to them. They sat in rever-
ent silence until someone rose quietly to speak 
the truth as he understood it. 
Textbook III 
Race and Nationality (Race), page 93-4, 6 lines 
In bodily structure the American Indians resembled 
the Asiatic peoples of Mongolia and ~iberia. Sci-
entists have found that a good way to classify 
races is by their hair. The Asiatic people and the 
American Indians both have long, straight hair. 
Europeans have fine, wavy hair. Africans have 
course, curly hair. Scientists believe that the 
American Indians are Asiatic. 
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-Textbook IV 
Culture, page 22, 12 lines 
The Greeks we~e lovers of music and ~ama. They 
built theaters where plays w~itten by their ~ama­
tists were pe~formed and songs composed by their 
musicians we~e sung. They believed in making their 
bodies strong and sound, and they paid high honor 
to their athletes. Athletic training was part of 
the education of eve~y G~eek boy, and his dea~est 
ambition was to win a prize in the Olympic games, 
which we~e held eve~y four years. Foot ~acing, 
wrestling, and discus throwing we~e popular spo~ts. 
Textbook V 
Population (Migration), page 272K, 7 lines 
One result of the g~owth of wa~ industries was 
great movements of population. People c~owded 
from the country and small towns into the cities 
with wa~ plants. Few cities had enough houses 
or apa~tments to fu~nish homes fo~ all the wa~ 
worke~s and new homes we~e built for them. 
Textbook VI 
Social O~ganization, page 88, 26 lines 
The Caste System . One of the g~eatest ~awbacks 
to the development of India has been the caste 
system of the Hindus. This divided the people in-
to social groups which were not supposed to mingle 
f~eely with one anothe~. There we~e four main castes: 
the priestly or B~ahman; the warrio~; the trading; 
and the laboring. Below these were a large group 
without caste. These we~e the untouchables who were 
supposed to do the di~tiest jobs, such as cleaning 
the streets and carrying away refuse. Even the 
touch of one of these was supposed to defile a 
caste member. 
One was born into a caste and could not change 
f~om one caste to anothe~. A membe~ of one caste 
was not supposed to marry no~ even eat with a 
member of anothe~ caste. According to this system 
one's work was usually dete~mined by the caste 
into which he was born. 
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Textbook VII 
Marriage and the Family , page 124, 13 lines 
When a person belongs to a large family group, 
he usually has some advantage of association 
with several relatives. He has tredisadvantage, 
too, of getting mixed up in many of their prob-
lems and difficulties , which he probably feels 
he must tolerate because they are 'tfolks of his 
folks". Still there are many large family groups 
whose years are bright with good times together 
and who feel the people with few in the family, 
or no family ties at all, are to be pitied. 
Textbook VIII 
The Group, page 45, 15 lines 
In large cities gangs of boys do not usually 
have opportunities to enjoy themselves in many 
ways, especially in the sections where people do 
not have much money. Sometimes one gang will fight 
with another just to have something to do, or a 
gang may take up petty crimes, such as stealing 
from fruit stands. Because of this the word~ 
has come to have a bad meaning to many people. 
Kan knows this, but he will continue to think of 
his friends as his 11 gangn just the same. Whether 
such a group is called a gang, or a crowd, or a 
bunch, or a set, is not important. The important 
thing is it is natural for boys and girls to get 
together in groups. 
Textbook IX 
The Community, page 299, 9 lines 
The people of the same community have common in-
terests since they live under the same local gov-
ernment, they belong to the same societies, clubs, 
and organizations, they attend the same churches, 
and their children are educated in the same public 
schools. Each community has its own stores, hospi-
tals, public parks, playgrounds, and the like. It 
is in our thousands of local communities all over 
this country that we can best see our dependence on 
each other, and our need for teamwork and cooperation. 
SUMMARY OF TH.l!} CHAPTER 
Analysis for sociological content in the nine jumior 
high school social studies textbooks was confined to the run-
ning texts only. Before the textbooks were analyzed the ap-
proximate number of words comprising the running text of each 
textbook was statistically computed. This was necessary in 
order that the extent of sociological content could be de-
termined. Description of the method used was given by tracing 
the procedure with textbook I as an illustration. The perti-
nent figures of all the computations were shown and the totals 
were presented in Table I. One example of sociological content 
from each textbook was given, and these illustrated nine dif-
ferent topics. 
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CHAPTER III 
FINDINGS 
THE AMOUNT OF SOCIOLOGICAL CONTENT 
In Tabla II the totals for each textbook are given. The 
total lines of sociological content for each textbook were 
translated into words. Textbook VIII, with approximately 
Table II 
The Total Amount of Sociological 
Content in Each Textbook 
Textbook Total words Total words of 
in the running sociological 
text content 
I 180,565 26,995 
II 158,630 23,854 
III 151·574 25,200 
IV 129,580 2,979 
v 69,469 722 
VI 173.9'+6 9·639 
VII 139,863 41,878 
VIII 170·550 47,473 
IX 115,862 32.842 
47,473 word&, contains the largeat amount of materials be-
longing principally in the field of sociology; and textbook V 
contains the least amount with about 722 worda. Textbook VIII 
is a civics textbook and textbook V a geography. Also, text-
books VII, VIII, and IX, all civics books, each yielded more 
sociological content than any or the history books, textbooks 
I, II, and III. Each history text contained more sociological 
materials than any or the geography books, textbooks IV, v, 
1, and VI. 
The approximate total number of words of sociological 
content round in all the textbooks was computed. There were 
round to be about 211,582 words. Also, the aggregate wordage 
in the running texts or all nine textbooks was calculated. 
This was round to be approximately 1,290,039 words. Then the 
per cent or sociological content in all nine textbooks was 
computed. 
Approximately 16.40 per cent or all the material included in 
th :running texts or the nine textbooks used tor thia •tudy 
belongs principally in the field or sociology. 
Next, the totals and per cent or sociological content 
by subject fields were computed. These figures are presented 
in Table III. The largest amount or sociological content was 
tound in the ei vies textbooks, and the least amount was round 
in the geographies. Table III shows .that the eiv1es textbooks 
yielded about 57•75 per cent or all the sociological materi-
ala round, with the hi tory and geography textbooks giving 
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;5.~ per cent and 6.;o per cent, respectively. 
Table III 
The Total Words and Per Cent of 
Sociological Content by Subject Fields 
Subject Field 
Number or words 
ot sociological 
content 
Per cent or the 
total sociolog-
ical content 
History 
~5·9-1-
Geography Civica 
122,19; 
57·75 
In Tables IV and V these findings are shown graphically 
to give a viaual impression or the differences in amount or 
aociological content among the textbooks and in the average 
amounta tor each subject field. By glancing at the nine col-
umna in Table IV it appears that the textbooks in the aame 
subject tield did not vary greatly in the amount or sociolog-
ical content. However, by referring to the figures in Table 
II certain differences become apparent. While textbook VII 
containa the highest percentage or materials from the field 
or sociology, textbook VIII includes the greatest wordage. 
Also, there is considerable variance between textbooks V and 
VI, both geography books. But, this difference is not nearly 
as great as the differences between any two or the three sub-
ject fields in per cent, average wordage, or total wordage. 
The average number or words or sociological content tor each 
aubject field is shown in Table VI. 
;6 
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Table IV 
Per Cent or Sociological Content 
in Each Textbook 
III IV V VI VII 
Textbooks 
Table V 
Composite Graph or Sociological 
Content by Subject Field 
History 
.:;)Ubj ect Fields 
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VIII IX 
Geography 
Table VI 
Ave~age NUmbe~ ot Wo~da ot Sociological 
Content Fo~ Each Subject Field 
Subject Field Histo~y Geograph7 CiTies 
Average Number 
ot Wo~da 25,350 
TYPES OF SOCIOLOGICAL CONTENT 
Iacluding a miscellaneous topic, the total numbe~ or 
titles assigned to the sociological mate~iale as they were 
diacoTered was nineteen. The topics chosen tor use in this 
a ' dy were rathe~ broad and the titles we~e chosen with a 
view towa~d thei~ use in the analysis or the types or socio-
1 logical oontent. Table VII shows the numbe~ or topics appear-
ing in each textbook. The figures contained in Table VII in-
clude the miscellaneous topic. 
Table VII 
Total Numbe~ ot Topics Found in 
Each Textbook 
Textbook I II III IV V VI VII VIII IX 
Numbe~ ot 
Topics 17 16 18 14 17 11 17 7 3 
In Tables VIII through XVI the sociological topics to~ 
each textbook are shown, giving the total number or words and 
the percentage to~ each topic. 
Table VIII 
Sociological Topica For Textbook I 
Rallk Topic Total Worda Per Cent 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
Population 
Social Problems 
The Group 
Educational Institution• 
Culture 
Religious In.titutiona 
Social Procesaea 
Social Change 
Heredity and Environment 
Marriage and the Family 
Social Organization 
Political Institutions 
13 Race and Nationality 
~ Leisure and Recreation 
~ Protection or the Public Welfare 
16 Public Opinion 
Miscellaneous 
Totals 
7,210 
4.781 
4,118 
1,882 
1,670 
1,478 
979 
873 
816 
681 
585 
4;2 
202 
106 
106 
;a 
1,037 
26,995 
26.71 
17.71 
15.24 
6.97 
6.18 
5·47 
;.62 
3·23 
;.o2 
2.52 
2.16 
1.60 
99·97 
Table IX 
Sociological Topics For Textbook II 
Rank Topic Total Words Per Cent 
1 The Group 
2 Educational Institutions 
? Population 
4 Religious Institutions 
5 Social Problems 
6 Social Change 
7 Leisure and Recreation 
8 Political Institutions 
9 Social Organization 
Marriage and the Faaily 
11 Social Processes 
12 Culture 
1; Protection or the Public Welfare 
14 Race and Nationality 
15 The C OJDlDUni t y 
Miscellaneous 
Totals 
5,127 
;,666 
2,76; 
2,720 
2,180 
1,977 
1,209 
1,025 
614 
614 
50? 
?07 
282 
209 
lo4 
55? 
21.49 
15·36 
11.58 
11.40 
9·1? 
8.29 
5·06 
4.29 
2·57 
2-57 
2.10 
1.28 
1.18 
4o 
Table X 
Sociological Topics For Textbook III 
Rank Topic Total Words Per Cent 
1 Social Problems ,,,~0 13.21 
1 Culture ,,,,o 13.21 
3 Population 2,860 11.34 
4 The Group 2,'14o 10.87 
5 Educational Institutions 2,210 8-77 
6 Social Change 2,150 8-53 
7 Social Organization 2,100 a.~, 
8 Religious Institutions 1,700 6.74 
9 Protection or the Public Welrare 1,450 5·75 
10 Social Control 1,210 4.80 
11 Leisure and Recreation sao 3·48 
12 Heredity and Environment 24o •95 
13 Race and Nationality 180 ·71 
14 The Community 120 .47 
15 Marriage and the Family 100 •39 
16 Social Processes 70 .27 
Miscellaneous 5~0 2.10 
Totals 25,200 99·92 
. 
Table XI 
Sociological Topics For Textbook IV 
Rank Topic Total Words Per Cent 
1 Culture 1,451 48.71 
2 Population 820 27·53 
3 Social Organization 210 7·05 
4 Race and Nationality 168 5·64 
5 Educational Institutions 98 3·29 
6 The Group 77 2.58 
Miscellaneous 154- 5·17 
Totals 2,979 99·97 
Table XII 
Sociological Topics For Textbook V 
Rank Topic Total Words Per Cent 
1 Population 277 37·98 
2 Social Change 241 33·48 
3 Heredity and Environment 2o4 28.49 
Totals 722 99·95 
Table XIII 
Sociological Topies For Textbook VI 
Rank Top! Total Words Per Ce•t 
1 Educatioaal Institutions 2,502. 2.5·96 
2. Culture 1,791 19·58 
3 So ial OrgalU.zatioB 1,059 10.99 
4 Population 1,031 10.62 
5 Race and Nationality 941 9.66 
6 Relisious Institutions 61; 6.36 
7 Soeial Chaage 495 5·23 
8 Leisure and Recreation 474 4.81 
9 Social Control 258 2.48 
10 Political Institutions 6; .65 
Miscellaneous 411 4.26 
Totals 9-369 100.60 
44 
Table XIV 
Sociological Topics For Textbook VII 
Rank Topic Total Words Per Cent 
1 Marriage and the Family 7,564 18.06 
2 Educational Institutions 5,16; .12.;2 
; Leisure and Recreation ;,;97 8.11 
4 Religious Institutions ;,;85 a.o8 
5 Public Opinion ;,293 7·86 
6 Social Problems ;,098 7·39 
7 The Group ;,021 7·21 
8 Political Institutions 2,;58 5·63 
9 Social Organization 2,035 4.85 
10 The Coi'Uluni ty 1,802 4.;o 
11 Culture 1,595 ;.so 
12 Population 1,491 3·56 
1; Social Processes 1,112 2.65 
14 Protection ot the Public Welfare 605 1.44 
15 Race and Nationality 519 1.2; 
16 Social Change 367 .87 
17 Social Control 312 -74 
Miscellaneous 752 1.79 
Totals 41,878 99·89 
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Table XV 
Sociological Topics For Text book VIII 
Rank Topic Total Words Pe:r Cent 
1 Educational Institutions l:;,e42. 29.15 
2 The Community 8,724 18.)7 
3 Leisure and Recreation 7,699 16.21 
4 Social Change 6,6~0 13-96 
5 Social Problems 2,690 5-66 
6 Political Institutions 2,355 4.96 
7 Culture 1,~9 3•05 
8 Social Organization 1,258 2.64 
9 The Group 1,011 2.12 
10 Social Processes 574 1.20 
11 Race and Nationality 218 .45 
12 Ma:r:riage and the Family 174 .;6 
13 Religious Institutions 102 .21 
Miscellaneous 647 1.;6 
. 
Totals 47,473 99·70 
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Table XVI 
Sociological Topics For Textbook IX 
Rank Topic 
1 Social Problems 
2 Leisure and Recreation 
3 Public Opinion 
4 The Community 
5 Religious Institutions 
6 Educational Institutions 
7 Social Change 
8 Population 
9 Marriage and the Family 
10 The Group 
11 Social Processes 
12 Social Control 
13 Culture 
~ Protection or the Public Welfare 
15 Political Institutions 
16 Race and Nationality 
Miscellaneous 
Totals 
Total Words Per Cent 
4,714 
4,614 
3,285 
3,076 
2,9;0 
2,e48 
2,302 
1,538 
1,520 
1,438 
801 
582 
537 
491 
455 
4oo 
1,256 
7·00 
4.68 
4.61 
4.;7 
2.4; 
le77 
1.6; 
1.49 
1.;8 
1.21 
99·72 
Inspection or Tables VIII through XVI reveals that the 
textbooks Taried in the number or topics found; also, that 
textbooks IV, v, and VI, the three geography texts, each 
yielded a smaller variety or topics than any or the other six 
textbooks. 
THE TEXTBOOKS COMPARED 
Textbook V yielded the least number or different topics 
with textbooks IV and VI ranking second lowest and third low• 
est, respectively. All three are geography textbooks. The 
three history books, textbooks I, II, and III, did not vary 
much in the number or different topics contained, each using 
seventeen or eighteen different titles. The civics texts 
showed some Tariance with textbook VIII yielding fourteen 
different themes, and textbooks VII and IX giving seventeen 
and eighteen, in that order. Textbook VII contained the larg-
est variety or sociological content with eighteen different 
topics. 
Further comparison of the textbooks may be made by ana-
ly~n! the topics receiving the most wordage, the topics 
which were not employed, and those receiving the least word-
age. Table XVII contains the topics which received the high-
est wordage, and the textbook or textbooks in which each top-
ic ranked foremost in the number or words. The themes Popula-
tion, Culture, Educational Institutions, and Social Problems 
each ranked highest tor two t~xtbooks. In each case the two 
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books were not in the same subject field. The differences in 
the textbooks in the same subject field are apparent. Also, 
the similarities between textbooks in different subject 
fields, with respect to sociological content, are apparent. 
Table XVII 
The Topics Ranking First 
in the Individual Textbooks 
Topic Textbook 
Population I, v 
The Group II 
Social Problems III, IX 
Culture III, IV 
Educational Institutions VI, VIII 
Marriage and the Family VII 
Table XYIII shows the topics receiving the second most 
wordage for each textbook. 
Table XVIII 
The Topics Ranking Second in 
the Individual Textbooks 
Topic Textbook 
Social Problems I 
Educational Institutions II, VII 
Population IV 
Social Change v 
Culture VI 
The Community VIII 
Leisure and Recreation IX 
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The only topic appearing in second position in two texts 
was Educational Institutions, and the books were in dirrerent 
subject fields. 
In Table XIX the topics ranking third in the indiVidual 
textbooks are given. 
Table XIX 
The Topics Ranking Third in 
the Indirtdual Textbooks 
Topic Textbook 
The Group I 
Population II, III 
Social Organization IV, VI 
Heredity and Environment v 
Public Opinion IX 
Leisure and Recreation VII, VIII 
The topics Population, Social Organization, and Leisure 
and Recreation each ranked third in two textbooks, and in 
every case the two books were in the same subject :t'ield. 
The topics which ranked either rirst, second, or third 
in the textbooks are shown in Table ~ The topic Population 
ranked high in :t'ive textbooks, three histories and two geog-
raphies. Educational Institutions ranked among the top three 
in tour textbooks, at least once in each subject field and 
twice in civics. Social Problems ranked high in three text-
books, two histories and one civics book. Culture and Leisure 
and Recreation both ranked higb in three textbooks, also. The 
I 
II rormer in one history and two geographies, and the latter in 
all three civics texts. 
Table XX 
The Topics Ranking First, Second, 
or Third in the Individual Textbooks 
Topic 
Population 
Social Problems 
The Group 
Educational Institutions 
Culture 
Social Organization 
Social Change 
Heredity and Environment 
Marriage and the Family 
The Community 
Public Opinion 
Textbook 
I, II, III, IV, yl 
I, III, IX 
I, II 
II, VI, VII, VIII 
III, IV, VI 
IV, VI 
v 
v 
VII, VIII, IX 
VIII 
IX 
In Table ~ those topics or the nineteen used ror this 
study which were not employed in the individual textbooks are 
presented. 
The final analysis or the individual texts is that of the 
topics receiving the least wordage. Textbooks IV, v, and VI I 
did not employ enough topics to be considered here. Table ~I 
i.Teitbook V yielded only three different topics. Any inter-
pretation or these analyses must be made with this fact in 
mind. 
I 
I 
shows those topics falling in the last three positions in to-
tal wordage tor the remaining six textbooks. 
Textbook 
I 
II 
III 
IV 
V . 
VI 
VII 
VIII 
IX 
Table XXI 
The Topics Not Found 
in Each Textbook 
Topics 
The Community, Social Control 
Heredity and Environment, Public Opinion, 
Social Control 
Political Institutions, Public Opinion 
The Community, Heredity and Environment, 
Leisure and Recreation, Marriage and the 
Family, Political Institutions, Protection 
ot the Public Welfare, Public Opinion, 
Religious Institutions, Social Change, 
Social Control, Social Problems, Social 
Processes. 
Only three topics were employed, Population, 
Social Change, Heredity and Environment. See 
Appendix !or list of topics 
The Community, The Group, Heredity and En-
vironment, Marriage and the Family, Protec-
tion of the Public Welfare, Public Opinion, 
Social Problems, Social Processes 
Heredity and Environment 
Heredity and Environment, Social Control, 
PopUlation, Public Opinion, Protection ot 
the Public Welfare 
Heredity and Environment, Social Organiza-
tion 
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Table XXII 
The Three Topics Which Received the Least Wordage 
in Each of the History and Civics Textbooks 
Textbook Topics 
I Public Opinion, Protection or the Public Wel-
rare, Leisure and Recreation 
II The Community, Race and Nationality, Protec-
tion or the Public Welfare 
III Social Processes, Marriage and the Family, 
The Community 
VII Social Control, Social Change, Race and 
Nationality 
VIII Religious Institutions, Marriage and the Fam-
ily, Race and Nationality 
IX Race and Nationality, Political Institutions, 
Protection or the Public Welfare 
COMPARISON BY SUBJECT FIELDS 
The total number or different topics appearing in each 
subject field is shown in Table ~II. 
Table XX:III 
The Total Number of Topics 
Appearing in Each Subject Field 
Subject 
Field History Geography Civics 
Number or 
Topics 19 13 18 
In the histories, textbooks I, II, and III, all nineteen 
topics appear at least once. In the geography books, textbooks 
IV, v, and VI, a total or thirteen topics were round; six or 
the total or nineteen themes were not included. Heredity and 
Environment was the only theme not discovered in any or the 
:I 
books in the civics field, textbooks VII, VIII, and IX. 
The history texts were fairly consistent with regard to 
the total number,or topics and also the variety. In textbook 
I the themes The Community and Social Control did not appear; 
in textbook II Heredity and Environment, Public Opinion, and 
Social Control were not used; and in textbook III Political 
Institutions and Public Opinion were not used. However, all 
nineteen topics did appear in the history field. The civics 
texts also were consistent with regard to the number or topics, 
with the exception or textbook VIII. Textbook VII ·did not 
yield any treatment of the theme Heredi~y and Environment; 
textbook VIII or Heredity and Environment, Social Control, 
Population, Public Opinion, and Protection or the Public Wel-
fare; and textbook IX or Social Organization and Heredity and 
Environment. The topic Heredity and Environment did not appear 
in any of the civics texts but all other topics did. In the 
geographies not only did each text contain less topics than 
any or the other six texts but the three texts varied among II 
themselves in number and variety or topics. Textbook V yielded 
only three different topics. In the geography field only thir- I 
teen topics were round and the subjects The Community, Marriage 
and the Family, Protection of the Public Welfare, Public Opin-
ion, Social Problems, and Social Processes were not repres-
ented in any or the three texts. 
The sociological topics are ranked by total wordage for 
each subject field in Tables XXIV, XXV, and XXVI. 
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Table XXIV 
The Topics Ranked By Total Wordage 
For History 
Rank Topic Total Words Per Cent 
1 Population 12,833 16.87 
2 The Group 11,985 15·76 
' 
Social Problems 10,291 1}·53 
4 Educational Institutions 7,758 10.20 
5 Religious Institutions 5,898 7·75 
6 CUlture 5·307 6.98 
7 Social Change 5,000 6·57 
. 
8 Social Organization ,,299 4.;4 
9 Leisure and Recreation 2,195 2.89 
10 Protection or the Pllblic Welfare 1,8;8 2.42 
11 Social Processes 1,552 2.04 
12 Political Institutions 1,457 1.92 
1} Marriage and the Family 1,395 1.8; 
14 Social Control 1,210 1·59 
15 Heredity and Environment 1,056 1·39 
16 Race and Nationality 591 ·78 
17 The Community 224 .29 
18 Public Opinion ;a .os 
Miscellaneous 2,120 2·79 
Totals 99•97 
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Table :XXV 
The Topics Ranked By Total Wordase 
For Geography 
Rank Topic Total Words Per Cent 
1 Culture 3,242 214--30 
2 Educational Institutions 2,600 19.49 
3 Population 2,128 15.85 
4 Social Organization 1,269 9·51 
5 Race and Nationality 1,109 8.;1 
6 Social Chan&e 736 5·52 
7 Religious Institutions 613 4-59 
8 Leisure and Recreation 474 3·55 
9 Social Control 258 1.a3 
10 Heredity and Environment 204 1·53 
11 The Group 77 ·58 
12 Political Institutions 63 
-47 
Miscellaneous 563 4.12 
Totals 13,;40 99·65 
Table XXVI 
The Topics Ranked By Total Wordage 
For Civics 
Rank Topic Total Words Per Cent 
1 Educational Institutions 21,853 17.88 
2 Leisure and Recreation 15,710 12.86 
3 The Community 13,602 11.13 
4 Social Problema 10,502 8-59 
5 Social Change 9·299 7·61 
6 Marriage and the Family 9·258 7·58 
7 Public Opinion 6,578 5·38 
8 Religious Institutions 6,417 5·25 
9 The Group 5·470 4.48 
10 Political Institutions 5,168 4-23 
11 Culture 3·581 2·93 
12 Social Organization ;,293 2.69 
13 . Population 3,029 2.48 
14 Social Processes 2,487 2.03 
15 Race and Nationality 1,137 
·93 
16 Protection or the Public Welfare 1,096 . 
·90 
17 Social Control 894 
·73 
.Miscellaneous 2,655 2.17 
Totals 122,193 99·85 
From Tables ~v, ~, and ~I it is possible to compare 
the subject fields further. The tour topics ranking the high-
est in the civics field are Educational Institutions, Leisure 
and Recreation, The Community, and Social Problems in that 
order from the highest to the lowest. These tour topics fall-
ing in the first tour places is probably not surprising. Since 
the fundamental teaching objective or civics is the develop-
ment or good citizens it appears that the writers or civics 
textbooks have borrowed wisely from the field or sociology. 
The topic Political Institutions did not rank very high in the 
order or topics tor the field or civics. This ract should not 
be misinterpreted. This topic was liaited in its scope in or• 
dar that it should conform to the definition or sociology 
formulated in the first chapter or this study. 
In the history field the topic ranking first was Popula• 
tion. with the themes The Group, Social Problems, and Educa-
tional Institutions ranking second, third, and fourth, respec-
1 tively. For a subject which deals chiefly with the growth and 
development or our nation the arrangement or these topics at 
the top or the list should substantiate one's expectations. 
There are some striking differences between the subjects 
of history and civics which deserve mention. Where Educational 
Institutions placed first in civics it ranked fourth in his- jl 
tory. The topic Population ranked first in the history field 
but in civics contributed only about 2.48. per cent or the 
sociological materials for the subject. The topic Leisure and 
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Recreation was second in civics giving about 12.86 per cent 
or the total sociological content in the subject, but in his-
tory it ranked ninth contributing only about 2.89 per cent. 
The difference in words between the two fields for the topic 
Leisure and Recreation is over 13,500 words. The topic The 
Community received a total or 13,602 words in the civics text-
books but only 224 words in the histories. Marriage and the 
Family was given fairly wide treatment in the civics texts 
making up about 7•58 per cent or the sociological content tor 
the field, or 9,258 words, while in the history field it re-
ceived only 1,395 words, or 1.83 per cent. In the topic The 
Group there was considerable variance. This theme ranked ninth 
in civics but seeond in history. Public Opinion made up about ' 
5•38 per cent or the sociological content or the civics books 
but only .05 per cent or the sociological content or the his-
tory texts. 
In the geography texts, as might be expected, the topic 
Culture contributed the highest percentage or sociological 
content tor the subject field, but in actual wordage it re-
ceived less than in either or the other two subjects. The top-
ics Educational Institutions and Population received .high 
wordage in the geographies, and the topic Social Organization 
ranked near the top in this subject. Two striking differences 
between the geographies and civics texts may be seen in the 
themes Leisure and Recreation and Culture. The former ranked 
second in civics and eighth in geography, and the latter 
,, 
ranked very low in civics and first in the geographies. 
The topics Public Opinion and The Community received high 
wordage in the civics field but did not appear at all in the 
geography texts. The geographies and histories were more near-
ly in agreement concerning these two topics. The topic Social 
Problems which ranked high in both civics and history was also 
missing from the geographies. 
It is apparent that there are several conspicuous differ-
ences and agreements among the three subject fields. These are 
summarized in the following sentences. The topic which rated 
high in the three subject fields was Educational Institutions. 
The subjects which received much treatment in two subject 
fields were Population in history and geography, and Social 
Problems in history and civics. Topics which ranked high in 
one subject field and law in one or both of the other two sub• 
ject fields were Leisure and Recreation and The Community in 
civics, The Group in history, and Culture and Social Organiza-
tion in geography. The themes receiving little or no treat-
ment in all three subject fields are Heredity and Environment, 
Protection or the Public Welfare, and Social Control. Topics 
ranking low or missing in two subject fields are Public Opin-
ion and Marriage and the Family in history and geography, and 
Race and Nationality in civics and history. or the nineteen 
topics used, Heredity and Environment did not appear in the 
civics texts; The Community, Marriage and the Family, Protec-
tion of the Public Welfare, Public Opinion, Social Problems, 
II 
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IJ 
and Social Processes were not found in the geography textsj 
and all nineteen topics were found in the histories. 
THE TOPICS COMPARED BY TOTAL WORDAGE 
In Table XXVII the topics are ranked according to the 
total wordage each topic received in all nine texts. The topic 
Educational Institutions received the greatest total wordage 
and the theme Heredity and Environment received the least to-
tal wordage. It will be noted that the wordage devoted to Ed-
ucational Institutions is nearly 12,000 words greater than 
that received by Social Problems, the topic ranking second. 
This gap between the topics ranking first and second is the 
only unusually large disparity in the order of ranking of the 
topics. 
SUMMARY OF THE CHAPTER 
In this chapter twenty-six tables giving the complete 
findings were presented with a discussion of the data con-
tained in each table. The data included: the total sociologi-
cal content for the nine textbooksj the total sociological 
content for each textj the total for each subject field; a 
ranking of the types of sociological content; and the wordage 
totals for each topic in the individual texts, in each subject 
field, and for all nine textbooks. 
6o 
Table XXVII 
The Topics Ranked By Total Wordage 
Rank Topic Total Words Per Cent 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
Totals 
Educational Institutions 
Social Problems 
Leisure and Recreation 
Population 
The Group 
Social Change 
The Community 
Religious Institutions 
Culture 
Marriage and the Family 
Social Organization 
Political Institutions 
Public Opinion 
Social Processes 
Protection or the Public Welfare 
Race and Nationality 
Social Control 
Heredity and Environment 
Miscellaneous 
;2,211 
20,793 
18,379 
17,990 
17,532 
15,035 
1;,826 
12,928 
12,130 
10,653 
7,861 
6,688 
6,616 
4,039 
3,9;4 
2,8;7 
2,;62 
1,260 
5,;4o 
15.22 
9·83 
8.69 
8.5o 
8.29 
7-11 
6·53 
6.11 
5·73 
5·03 
3·71 
3·16 
3·13 
1.9], 
1.86 
1.;4 
1.12 
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CHAPTER IV 
CONCLUSION 
SUMMARY 
This study was made in order to discover the amount o~ 
sociological materials contained in a representative sampling 
or junior high school social studies textbooks, and to compare J 
the textbooks with regard to the types and amount or sociolog- 1 
!cal materials. Justification tor the study is seen in the 
need for more effective methods or achieving the fundamental 
goal or education, socializing children. 
Evidence that overlapping in the social sciences exists 
was given in Chapter I. Also in Chapter I a definition or 
sociology was formulated from a survey or the literature to be 
used as a guide in determining which materials belong princi-
pally in the field or sociology. This definition follows: 
Sociology is the science that deals with human relations, both 
within groups and between groups, the laws and customs con-
trolling these relations, and the errect of environment upon 
these relations. 
The analysis for sociological content was confined to the 
running texts only. By using the statistical procedure de• 
scribed in Chapter II the approximate number or words in the 
running text or each textbook was computed in order that the 
extent or sociological content could be determined. Also, in 
Chapter II, . the pertinent figures in the computations tor all 
nine textbooks were shown. Each textbook was carefully read 
and the sociological materials that were discovered were re-
corded on three by five cards, with the number or lines de-
voted to each topic. Nine different types of sociological con-
tent were illustrated by presenting one example from each 
text. 
In Chapter III the findings of this study were given. 
Twenty-six tables contained the following data: the total so-
ciological content for the nine texts; the total sociological 
content tor each textbook; the totals for each subject field; 
a rank list of the types of sociological content; and the 
II wordage totals for f'ach topic in the individual texts 6 in ee.ch I 
II subject field, and tor all nine textbooks. 
Jl 
CONCLUSIONS AND GENERALIZATIONS 
The conclusions which follow are drawn directly from the 
date. collected for this study e.nd are valid only for the nine 
textbooks used. The generalizations are based on this study 
e.nd are valid to the extent that the nine textbooks used here 
e.re a representative sampling of junior high school social 
studies textbooks currently being used in the United States. 
CONCLUSIONS 
All the civics textbooks contain more sociological mate-
rials than any or the history or geography books. 
I 
I, 
li 
II I 
All the history textbooks include more sociological 
rials than any or the geography textbooks. 
mate- 11 
I 
The nine textbooks contain a total of about 211,582 words 
dealing with materials belonging principally in the field or 
sociology, or about 16.40 per cent or the total running texts. 
About 57•75 per cent or this was contributed by the civ-
ics texts, about ?5•94 per cent by the histories, and about 
6.?0 per cent by the geography texts. 
The average sociological content for the history text-
books is about 25,?50 words, or about 15.50 per cent of the 
running text. 
II The average amount or materials belonging principally in 
the ~ield or sociology contained in the geography textbooks 
is about 4,447 words, or about ?•60 per cent of the running 
text. 
The average sociological content in the civics textbooks 
is about 40 1 7?1 words, or about 28.60 per cent of the running 
text. 
Including a miscellaneous topic a total or nineteen dif-
ferent types or sociological materials was found in the nine 
textbooks. 
The individual textbooks varied in the types or sociolog-
,, 
leal materials contained. 
The geography textbooks yielded a smaller number or dit• 
rerent topics than either the history or civics texts. 
There was considerable variance in the geographies with 
regard to the number and types or sociological materials. but 
there was little variance in the history and civics fields. 
Textbook VII. a civics book. contained the largest vari-
ety or sociological materials using eighteen topics. 
II Textbook V • a geography book. contained only three dif-
II 
I 
II 
ferent types or sociological materials. and this was the small• • 
est number or topics employed tor any or the nine textbooks. 
The history textbooks yielded nineteen different types 
or sociological materials. and the most wordage was devoted 
to the subjects or population. groups. and social problems. 
The least wordage was devoted to the themes Public Opinion. 
The Community, and Race and Nationality. 
The geography textbooks contained thirteen different 
types or sociological content with the topics dealing with 
culture, education. and population receiving the most wordage. 
The subjects or political institutions. groups, heredity. and 
environment received the least wordage. 
The civics textbooks contain a great deal or space de-
Toted to education, and also the topics Leisure and Recreation 
and The Community. Little apace was given to the topics Social 
Control, Protection or the Public Welfare. and Race and Nation• 
ality. Eighteen different titles were used tor the materials 
discovered in the civics textbooks. 
11 For the nine textbooks the most wordage was received by 
the topic Educational Institutions and the least by Heredity 
and Environment. Other topics which received much treatment 
are Social Problems, Leisure and Recreation, and Population. 
Topics which received little space are Heredity and Environ-
ment, Social Control, and Race and Nationality. 
GENERALIZATIONS 
Junior high school social studies textbooks do contain 
materials belonging principally in the field or sociology, 
11 but individual texts will vary with regard to the amount and 
types included. 
In a given junior high school about 16 per cent or the 
materials in the social studies textbooks belongs principally 
in the field or sociology. 
Junior high school civics textbooks contain more socio-
logical materials than either the geographies or histories, 
and the geography texts contain the least. 
I About 28.60 per cent or the running text or the average 
11 junior high school civics textbook deals with materials be-
longing principally in the field or sociology, about 15.50 
per cent or the history textbooks, and about ;.60 per cent 
or the geographies. 
Approximately nineteen different types or sociological 
materials are included in junior high schoot social studies 
II 
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textbooks. 
In junior high history books the sociology that may be 
learned incidentally deals mostly with population, groups, 
and social problems; and deals least with public opinion, com-
I munities, race, and nationality. 
Jl The sociology contained in junior high geography texts 
I 
centers mostly around cultural materials, educational insti-
tutlons, and population. There is little treatment or politi-
cal institutions, groups, heredity, and environment. 
Civics textbooks in the junior high school contain socio-
logical materials dealing mostly with educational institutions, 
leisure and recreation, and communities; and least with social 
control, public welfare, race, and nationality. 
The sociological subject receiving the most treatment in 
junior higb school social studies textbooks is educational 
institutions. Also, much space is devoted to social problems, 
leisure and recreation, and population. or all the sociologi-
cal materials contained little treatment was given to topics 
dealing with heredity, environment, social control, race, and 
nationality. 
II 
II _____ _ 
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APPENDIX 
In the following list the nineteen titles are defined as 
they were used tor this study. 1 The topics are arranged in 
alphabetical order. 
The Community: A group of people, having many ot the 
characteristics or a society but on a smaller scale, living 
within a fairly definite area and bound together by common 
inte~ests, customs, and laws. 
Culture: A collective name tor all the distinctive a-
chievements or human groups, also tor the human attributes 
and attainments or a particular society. 
Educational Institutions: This topic includes all types 
and forms or practices designed tor the preservation of a 
cultural heritage, primitive or modern, formal or informal. 
The Group: Two or more people between whom there is an 
established pattern of psychological interaction and pos-
sessing or manifesting a particular type or collective be-
havior. The group is recognized as an entity by its own mem-
bers and usually by others because or its particular type of 
collective behavior. 
Heredity and Environment: 
Heredity: The transmission of the physical charac-
ters or parents to their offspring. 
Environment: The field or effective stimulation and 
interaction tor humans. 
ings. 
This topic includes man's adjustments to his surround-
Leisure and Recreation: 
Leisure: Free time after the practical necessities 
or life have been attended to. 
Recreation: Any activity pursued during leisure, 
either individual or collective, having its own imme-
diate appeal. 
Marriage and the Family: This title includes marriage, 
divorce, marriage and divorce laws, broken families, family 
life, courtship, and customs and beliefs centering on family 
life. 
Political Institutions: Included under this topic are 
all materials showing a definite effect on human groups of 
political institutions such as the tribe, chieftainship, de-
mocracy, etc. 
Population: An aggregate of individuals defined with 
reference to spatial location, political status, ancestry, 
or other specific conditions. Materials dealing with migra-
tion and immigration laws and problems are included under 
this title. 
Protection of the Public Welfare: This topic included 
movements for reform and for the betterment or the lot or 
the common people. Also included are forces for the protec-
tion or public health and the work and development of social 
work agencies. 
11~---
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Public Opinion: The thoughts of the majority of the 
people or any given area on current issues and problems. The 
topic includes agencies which shape public opinion and the 
influence of propaganda and its devices. 
Race and Nationality: 
Race: A biological subdivision based upon similar-
ity or ancestry and consequent physical kinship. 
Nationality: A human group bound together by spe-
cific ties of cultural homogeneity. 
Religious Institutions: Social Institutions built up 
around the idea or a supernatural being or beings, and the 
relation of human beings to them. Included in this topic are 
both primitive and modern religious institutions, beliefs, 
ceremonies 1 etc. 
Social Change: Variations or modifications in any aspect 
of social process, p~ttern. or form. This is ~ comprehensive II 
term designating the result or every variety or social move-
,, 
ment. 
Social Control: The sum total or the processes whereby 
society,or any sub-group within society, secures conformity 
to expectation on the part or its constituent un1ts 1 indi-
viduals, or groups. This title includes folkways, mores, 
taboos, traditions, etc. 
Social Organization: The organization of a society into 
sub•groups, including in p~ticular, those based on differ-
ences in age, sex, kinship, occupation, residence, property, 
r 
I 
I 
privilege, authority, and status. 
Social Problems: Situations inherently reqUiring amelio-
rative treatment, which either arise out of the conditions of 
society or the social environment, or call for the application 
ot social forces and means for their improvement. 
Social Processes: Any social changes or interactions in 
which an observer sees a consistent quality or direction to 
which a class name is given; e. g. cooperation, social compe-
tition, accomodation, assimilation, etc. 
Miscellaneous: This topic contains all materials socio• 
logical in nature but not falling definitely under any one or 
the above categories. 
1. Definitions have been formulated with the use of Fair• 
child's Dictionary of Sociology. 
jj __________ _ 
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